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FOREWORD 


CHARACTER ASSASSINATION is being widely 
practiced. Many well-meaning people un- 
doubtedly have been smeared falsely as 
“Communists.” Some really believe that their 
particular brand of collectivism can be en- 
forced without leading to the totalitarian re- 
sults which history warns us are inevitable. 


But even more often, and .with far less 
justification, labels are being hung on good 
people” by enemies of freedom. In either 
case, the Freedom Clubs believe that the 
issues of our day are far too important to be 
resolved at this level of name-calling. Cer- 
tainly the most spectacular example of this 
device to avoid facing real issues is to be 
found in the personal attacks which have 
been directed for more than a year at Sen- 
ator Joseph McCarthy: of Wisconsin. 


The Freedom Clubs have therefore sought 
someone who would make a scholarly and 
competent investigation of what has been 
one of the most vicious smear campaigns in 
American history. The analysis which fol- 
lows is the work of Kenneth Colegrove, Pro- 
fessor of Political Science at Northwestern 
University, and a man whose standing is 
above-reproach and questioning. He evalu- 
ates Senator McCarthy’s speeches in the 
United States Senate. These speeches are 
the Senator’s public record. The charges 
that they contain are the substance of Me- 
Carthyism. ‘ 


The fact is that Senator McCarthy is a 
conscientious and devoted American who 
has rendered his country a real service in 
the face of intimidations which would have 
silenced & less courageous man. Amidst the 
cries of “McCarthyism;” the Senator’s most 

_ devastating exposures stand unanswered. 
‘by anyone! Professor Colegrove’s article 
follows: 


SENATOR McCARTHY 


WENTY-THREE hundred years ago, an elo-- 

quent Athenian citizen gave voice to a 
series of devastating orations against Philip 
of Macedon. It is doubtful whether Demos- 
thenes could have documented all, the 
charges uttered in-his celebrated Philippics. 
His indictment of King Philip .advanced 
far beyond the evidence at his command. 
Nevertheless, history has recorded him as 
a patriotic citizen who rendered*a memor- 
able service to the Athenian city-state by 
his powerful denunciation of the enemy of 
Greek democracy. _ 

I do not intend to infer that Senator Mc- 
Carthy is an American Demosthenes. So far 
as I know, he does not pretend to Hellenic 
eloquence. But I do intend to offer the thesis 
that in time of national crisis, when all the 
-evidence is unavailable, but when consider- 
able evidence exists to show that the national 
security is endangered, guardians of public 
welfare are justified in raising-charges that 
will lead to the investigation of the actions 
of persons and groups which are under seri- 
ous suspicion as a menace to democratic 
government. To put it more bluntly, in the 
words of the Roman proverb, “the welfare 
of the people is the highest law.” 


To Overcome Obstacles 


Without question, the charge of harbor- 
ing Communists. which Senator McCarthy 
brought against the State Department in his 
Wheeling address in February, 1950, -was 
crude and rude. In his subsequent addresses, 
he sometimes appeared to contradict him- 
self. But his sledgehammer blows were a 
natural reaction to the hostility of a’ “corrupt 
administration toward any adequate inves- 


tigation of Communism in the executive 
branch of government. In conformity with 
the instincts of Pendergast machine politics, 
seeking to hide any malfeasance in office, 
President Truman had denounced honest ef- 


forts to search out subversives in the federal . 


government. He had branded the probe of 
the Committee ori Un-American activities of 
the House of Representatives into Cominu- 
nist spying in the federal government as a 
“red herring.” He accused Congressional 
investigation of subversives in government 
as an effort to promote public hysteria. Dean 
Acheson, his Secretary of State, even affer 
the conviction of a former high-tanking of- 
ficer for perjury in connection with charges 
of spying, had declared that he would not 
turn his back on Alger Hiss. The corrupt 
Democratic government had thrown every 
obstacle in the way of an effective investiga- 
tion of' Communist influences in the federal 
government. 


Blunt Talk 


The brutal charges of Senator McCarthy 
were thus a natural reaction to the pugna- 
cious refusal of the Truman administration 
to assist Congressional investigation of the 
loyalty of federal employees. The need for 
investigation was obvious to honest and alert 
citizens. The Western democraciés were en- 
gaged in a “cold. war” with the most danger- 
ous dictatorship in modern history. By means 
of new techniques of infiltration and sub- 
version, the Moscow-directed Communist 
party, was engaged in undermining copsti- 
tutional government in every democratic 
country in the world. Even the Republican 
party, both in and out of Congress, had 
proved to be lethargic and leaderless when 
confronted with the problem of subversive 
influences in federal government. 


In the meanwhile, under the advice of 
pro-Communists, the State Department had 
abandoned the faithful ally of America, 


¢ 


Chiang Kai-shek and the Nationalist govern- 
ment in China,:And had directly and indi- 
rectly ‘promoted the victory of the Chinese 
Communists under Mao Tse-tung. The De- 
partment had assisted a Red dictatorship, 
known to be in alliance with Soviet Russia, 
to win control over 400,000,000 Chinese peo- 
ple. Finally, after the debacle of the Open 
Door Policy in ‘China ‘in 1949, a Cat ook 
ment had the effrontery to give the American. 
people a patently false explanation in the 
White Paper on China. Even then, the De- 
"partment was secretly planning to abandon 
Formosa and to give. full recognition ‘to the 
Chinese Reds. 


Accomplished Fruitful Results 

It was under these distressing circum- 
stances that the smashing charges of the 
Wisconsin Senator awakened public opin- 
ion, prodded the Republican members of 
Congress into action, and compelled Con- 
gress to inaugurate investigations that 
ultimately proved fruitful in exposing Com- 
munist operations to control. American 
foreign policy. 

All of this was not accomplished without 
an emotional convulsion. Senator Mc- 
Carthy’s sweeping charges against Owen 
Lattimore and Philip Jessup stirred a deep 
resentment in the breasts of millions of men 
and women who had no personal knowl- 
edge of these individuals but who thought 
that they saw a grave danger to freedom of 
speech and liberty by the utterance of such 
charges, especially on the part of a Senator 
who could claim Congressional immunity. 
Some “liberals” even went so far as to de- 
clare that legislative immunity should be 
removed from the Constitution. Second 
reflection, however, showed that democracy 
would greatly suffer if the representatives 
of the people were not: left absolutely free 
to express their views on the floor of the 
legislature. 


Sry Oe ae ME Re EN ee Te et EE Se et GR ee eg 


It cannot be denied that Senator’ Mc- 
Carthy had deeply offended the innermost 
convictions of millions of American citizens. 


‘To some voters it appeared that he had 


trampled upon the American tradition that 
the accused is deemed innocent until con- 
victed. To others it seemed that his broad 
charges, without complete supporting evi- 
dence, were unfair to the victims of :the ac- 
cusation and violated an American principle 


-of fair play. To many “soft liberals,” who felt 


that freedom of speech required the absence 
of any restrictions upon the propaganda of 
Communists even when advocating the over- 
throw of the American constitution by force, 
Senator McCarthy appeared as a violent 
enemy of constitutional liberty: 


But the Sparks Flew 


Smugness is not one of the besetting sins 
of the American people. Nevertheless, Sén- 
ator McCarthy provoked one of the most 
curious displays of self-righteousness in 
American history. In June, 1950, six “liberal” 
Republican Sénators, at the behest of a lady 
Senator, signed a‘“declaration of conscience” 
bitterly condemning Senator McCarthy’s 
“selfish political exploitation of fear, bigotry, 
ignorance and intolerance.” These Senators 
condemned the “complacency” of the Demo- 
cratic administration toward conhmunism, 
but they were'obviously too nice-minded to 
attack the problem in the manner that 
William Lloyd Garrison attacked the evil of 
slavery. Within a short time, at least one of 
the masculine ‘signers apologized for his 
lapse into political smugness: Doubtless, in 
due time, others of the six will regret an act 
of affectation. 


If Senator McCarthy found consolation in 
reflection on classical history, he could recall 
that Demosthenes was savagely attacked by 
the Macedonian party in Athens because of 
his blunt charges against King Philip. Of 
course, it was uncomfortable to reflect in the 


year 1950 that the Macedonian party in the 
year 851 B.C. was bent on subjecting Athens 
to a foreign power.’ But the protection of 
Communists in the: American government 
ran in the same direction. Those who would 
preserye American liberty by permitting 
Communists to undermine American liberty, 
“were wittingly or unwittingly offering the 
conquest of their country to a foreign power, 
in the same manner as the Macedonian party 
in Athens invited Philip to take over the 
city-state. It would be erroneous to brand 
President Truman and the Democrats who 
protected Communism in federal govern- 
ment as traitors to their country. On the 
other hand, history will not award them the 
distinction of stalwart guardians of national 
security. 


Without Justification 

A frequent charge made against Senator 
McCarthy by President Truman, the State 
Department and Democratic Congressmen 
was‘the allegation that he was engaged in 
the spread of public hysteria. The facts do 
not justify this accusation, for an exdmina- 
tion of the record shows that most of the 
hysteria was found, not in the ranks of the 
pro-Americans and anti-Communists, but 
rather among the enemies of ‘Senator Mc- 
Carthy. Defenders of the State Department 
invented the word “McCarthyism” for prop- 
aganda effect. Into this symbol, the “soft 
liberals” poured all their opprobrium, venom 
and'tontempt. Thousands of persons who 
were otherwise possessed of emotional sta- 


‘bility became off balance as they deliveted 


their sentiments on “McCarthyism.” Refined 
countenances turned to bitterness and un- 
pleasant sneers as lips spit out the contempt- 
uous word. Even well-poised former Oxford 
scholars, both inside and outside the Senate, 
lost their aplomb when discoursing on the 
theme “McCarthyism.” : 


. This hysteria invaded the halls of Con- 


gress. Seldom has the United States Senate 
witnessed a more passionate, vindictive and 
disagreeable debate: than occurred on July 
20, 1950, when Senator Millard E. Tydings, 
reported the findings of the Subcommittee of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations regard- 
ing the McCarthy charges. Senator Tydings’ 
address was an amazing tissue of arrogance 
and deceit. As to lack of dignity it was only 
exceeded. by the amazing performance of 
Senator ‘Dennis Chavez who, on May 12, 
1950, made a scurrilous attack on Professor 


Louis F. Budenz as a result of his’testimony 


that Owen Lattimore was considered by the 
editor of the Daily Worker as a concealed 
member of a Communist cell in the Institute 
of Pacific Relations. In extenuation of this 
disgraceful episode, it would be comforting 
to believe that the address was prepared by 
an ipterested party other than the Senator 
and read by him when not wholly aware of 
his actions. 


A comparison of the addresses of Senator 
McCarthy and those of his traducers’ will 
show on what side the hysteria is to be 
found. Compared to the speeches of Tyd- 
ings, Chavez, and Benton, and the press re- 


leases of the State Department, the addresses 


of Joseph McCarthy are ‘almost models of 
propriety. He accused certain officials as 
being Communists or subversive agents, as 
well as being guilty of perjury. But even 
these accusations were presented in an im- 
personal manner. On the other hand, his 
opponents, including even Senator J. Wil- 
liam Fulbright, injected emotional attacks 
on Senator McCarthy’s character that had 
no proper place in the debate. 


And There Was Whitewashing 

A low ebb in Congressional investigation 
was reached by the Tydings. Subcommittee. 
No committee or subcommittee, in the en- 
tire history of ‘Congress, ever violated more 
egregiously its mandate for investigation 


than did-the Tydings Subcommittee. The 
Committee on Foreign Relations in the 
Senate was equally at fault for allowing the 
dishonest report of its Subcommittee to 
come before the Senate. 


The Subcommittee had been appointed to 
investigate the charges of Senator McCarthy 
against Owen Lattimore and other alleged 
Communist agents. But instead of investi- 
gating: Lattimore, the Subcommittee inves- 
tigated McCarthy. Minority counsel was 
denied the right to participate in the ex- 
amination of witnesses. The examination of 
State Department loyalty files proved to 
be a farce. The final report was a deceptive 
whitewash of persons accused as Commu- 
nist agents and of the State Department 
which had patently followed pro-Commu- 
nist advice. At the same time, the efforts 
of the two minority members of the Sub- 
committee on behalf of a genuine investiga- 
tion had been little moré than feeble. One 
of them ‘appeared almost indifferent; the 
other, Senator Lodge, figuratively slapped 
the wrist.of the guilty chairman in a few 
polite little speeches. 


But McCarthy:Was Vindicated 

The episode led to a well-deserved defeat 
of, Senator Tydings for re-election by the 
voters of Maryland. It also led to a decision 
of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
to inaugurate a forthright investigation of 
Communist agencies in the federal govern- 
ment. A combination of Republican and 
anti-Truman Senators, in December,. 1950, 
insured the adoption of a resolution author- 
izing the Committee on the Judiciary to in- 
vestigate subversive activities in the United 
States as well as the federal internal security 
laws. A’s a result, this committee, under the 
chairmanship of Senator Pat McCarran, of 


-Nevada, inaugurated a genuine investiga- 


tion, following the best procedures of Amer- 
ican legal science. Its hearings have already 


substantiated a large part of the charges of 
Senator McCarthy, and well may lead to 
proof of all these charges. 


Undoubtedly, the McCarthy episode has 
made a permanent impression upon Amer- 
ican morals and manners. Many of the per- 
sons who talk loudest about “McCarthyism” 


have not studied either the speeches of the’ 


Wisconson Senator or the evidence of the 
Committee on the Judiciary. In the interest 
of good government, we may well pray that 
in the future we will have more light and 
less heat on this controversial issue. 


As the Public Welfare Is Served 
In closing, I will revert to my opening 
thesis: Salus populi suprema est lex. (The 
public welfare is the highest law.) There 
may be severe hardships inflicted upon citi- 
zens who may be named as proper objects of 
investigation by members of Congress, ‘par- 
ticularly in case the accused persons are in- 
nocent of the accusation. On the other hand, 
if the actions of the accused have given jus- 
‘tifiable grounds for suspicion of subversive 
activities, there is no good reason why, in 
the name of the people, such persons should 
not be brought under legislative investiga- 
tion. The freedoms of the Bill of Rights are 
indeed very precious liberties. But good citi- 
zens will conduct themselves in a manner 
to deserve the protection of these freedoms. 
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